Jesus on the Cross." The penultimate chapter, before the conclusion (see below) treats the resurrection.
LaCocque makes frequent reference to rabbinic literature, though he does so with the requisite caution that these sources post-date the period of Jesus (sometimes by centuries). Nonetheless, he occasionally makes statements about rabbinic practice or influence in the first century CE that are not, in my view, supportable. For example, he states that "Jesus himself is called 'rabbi,' which, for all practical purposes identifies him as belonging to the synagogal, not the priestly, form of Judaism" (p. 20). At that time, the term "rabbi" had a broad range of meanings, including "teacher" or "master," but it was also a general title of respect for someone of means or stature. The connection of rabbis (in this case narrowly defined as those "ordained" in the rabbinic tradition) to the synagogue probably does not emerge until at least the third century. Similarly, he states that the Last Supper "follows … the Seder ritual" and then makes a point about the fourth cup of wine (p. 51). The Seder ritual was developed by the rabbis to enable Jews to celebrate the Passover after the destruction of the Temple. Therefore, I am not nearly as confident as LaCocque that the details of the rabbinic Seder existed during the time of Jesus. Finally, he translates the term mitzvoth as "good deeds," which fails to convey the fundamental significance of "divine commandment" (p. 27).
Some Christian readers may be challenged, if not shocked, by the harsh language of LaCocque's conclusion. For example, as the early church became increasingly "pagan-Christian … [i]t became instead of a Jewish sect, a standalone religion … more indebted to Plato, Aristotle and Plotinus than to Moses." It was "unabashedly anti-Judaic, even anti-Semitic" (p. 274; emphasis in original). By the fourth century, "Jesus Christ became God himself … a very serious disassociation from the Jewish way of thinking … that borders on polytheism" (pp. 275-276) . "The inevitable result is a mythologized Jesus with superhuman, divine powers, born of a perpetually asexual mother and a castrated father" (p. 277). In this transformation, "the main victim … was Jesus, the central Jew." This is a book for the advanced New Testament student and scholars. It is replete with references to quite a broad range of primary and secondary literaturethe index of passages cited alone is 37 pages-and in order to get the most out of the book, access to a good library or biblical software is highly recommended. Those who do so, whether they accept all of LaCocque's assumptions or not, will be amply rewarded.
